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Progress for the City of DeSoto residents and businesses
continues in 2012. There are several important issues that |
would like to discuss; pay day lending, home owner
associations, and city employee significance.

A couple of years ago, DeSoto began to attract pay day
lending institutions because of our high residential
ownership status. The exorbitant fees charged by these
lenders could cost participating borrowers up to 500% APR.
There was a heavy concentration of these businesses in
Place Four. Although there was industry resistance, Council
worked to protect our residents in maintaining a major financial asset, a home, from
predatory lending techniques. The 82™ Texas Legislature also realized the
financially devastating consequences of the loophole allowed by state law and
recently approved HB2594 to require payday and auto title lenders to register, pay a
state license fee and submit a quarterly activity report to the Consumer Credit
Commission.

The Council has also worked to ensure funds for homeowners’ associations (HOA's)
to make improvements for their neighborhood and residents through the city’s
Neighborhood Grant Program. This program allows registered HOA's to apply for
funding for 50% of an approved project from the city. At inception of the concept of
the Neighborhood Grant Program, | was a HOA President. Over the years, project
requests have more than doubled and the current fiscal budget amount allocated is
$20,000. Since 2009, there has been a total of $27,875 disbursed through this
grant program empowering more than 25 HOA'’s to beautify their respective
neighborhoods. Grant funds have been used for entryway signage, general
beautification, flower bed installation, neighborhood meet and greets, landscape
improvements, entryway illumination, and more. | am sure you are encouraged to
know there are many residents who want to keep their area looking cosmetically
appealing and will work together with their neighbors to accomplish the goal. To
determine if your neighborhood is eligible, contact, Community Initiatives Manager
Tracie Hlavinka, at 972.230.9689.

Individuals who give of their time, talents and resources without pay are the
generous volunteers and unspoken heroes in our community. There is another
segment who participates in making our city impressive while satisfying an elevated
customer expectation. They are the City of DeSoto employees.

(continued on page four)

Important Information
Regarding the City’s
General Election

The City of DeSoto General
Election for Councilmember Place
6 and Councilmember Place 7 will
take place on Saturday, May 12,
2012. If you are interested in
being a candidate for either of
these positions, the filing period
is February 6 through March

5. For more information, please
contact the Office of the City
Secretary at 972.230.9664 or

LHallmark@desototexas.gov.




City Calendar

February

2 KDB Mtg. City Hall - 6:30 pm

2 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm

3 Free Man of Color at Corner Theatre

6 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

6 Arts Com. Mtg. - City Hall - 6 pm

7 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

9 Adopt-A-Street Banquet Civic Ctr. 7 pm

9 Historical Foundation Mtg. City Hall 6pm
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
21 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
25 HOA Involvement Workshop. City Hall
9am
27 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - noon

March

1 KDB Mtg. City Hall - 6:30 pm

1 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm

5 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr.- 6:30 pm

5 Arts Com. Mtg. - City Hall - 6 pm

6 City Council Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

8 Historical Foundation Mtg. City Hall 6pm
11 DBDT - Corner Theatre - 3 pm
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
20 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7pm
26 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - noon
27 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
31 Easter Egg Hunt - Town Ctr. - noon

Calling all HOA members.
Join us for the seventh annual HOA
Involvement Workshop on Saturday,
February 25th from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
at City Hall. Information is a key element
in effective neighborhood involvement
and this workshop is designed to provide
representatives from DeSoto’s
neighborhood and homeowners’
associations with the information they
need to make their neighborhood a
better, safer place to live. This free
workshop will provide information on
topics of interest to our residents. The
City Attorney will also be on hand to
discuss new legislation for HOAs in effect
this year and to answer your questions.
Members of all registered DeSoto
homeowners’ associations are
encouraged to attend whether your
association is new or well-established.
You are also urged to attend if you are
considering starting an association in
your neighborhood. To register or for
more information, please call Tracie
Hlavinka at 972.230.9689 or by e-mail at
thlavinka@desototexas.gov.

DeSoto Police Encourage You to Report
Crimes Through TIP411

Do you know of a crime or suspicious
activity that should be reported to the
DeSoto Police? You can now do it quickly
and easily using the new TIP411 program
available through the city website, smart
phone app or Facebook.

TIP411 is a program that allows the public
an opportunity to anonymously
communicate information to the Police
Department. It’s unique in that:

e  Tips are given via cell phone.
e  All “tipsters” remain anonymous.

e Law Enforcement can relay
information back and forth with
tipsters who remain anonymous.

The innovative idea behind TIP411 is to
engage our community more so than ever
before by utilizing everyday technology.

In order to send an anonymous tip to the
DeSoto Police Department, text keyword
DESOTO and the tip to 847411. Tips can
also be submitted anonymously via the
City of DeSoto’s Facebook page at

www.facebook.com/desototx or through
the city’s website at
www.desototexas.gov/tip411. This is not
a replacement for 911. If you witness an
emergency situation, please call 911
immediately.

Now It’s Even Easier to Make Your Utility

Payment Online

Attempting to pay your utility bill online
can be frustrating if you don’t have your
PIN number readily available or if you are
paying for multiple accounts. An upgrade
to the city’s online bill pay program now
allows customers to create an online
profile with a secure login in English or
Spanish.

The new system allows you to link multiple
DeSoto Water utility accounts under one
profile and select which accounts to pay.

It also allows you to pay your bill any hour
of the day, any day of the week using
MasterCard, Visa or your checking account
(this does not apply to accounts flagged
for disconnection).

To setup your profile, go to the Online Bill
Pay section on the city’s website at
www.desototexas.gov and do the
following:

e  Enter the thirteen (13) digit water
account number and eight (8) digit
PIN number printed on your monthly
statement, enter a valid e-mail
address and create a password.

e  Once you activate your login, you can
attach your DeSoto Water utility
accounts to your profile.

®  Clicking the account number will give
you access to your payment history,
statement detail, and consumption
history.

®  Pressing the Accounts tab and
clicking your address will allow you to
choose Paperless Billing and
Electronic Bill Reminders.

If you have any questions regarding paying
your DeSoto Water utility bill online,
please call 972.230.9632.



Kohl!’s to Build E-commerce Center in DeSoto —
Local Residents to Get Top Billing at Kohl’s Career

The famous retailer Kohl’s has announced that they will build an e-commerce
facility in DeSoto on I-35 at Centre Park Blvd. The one million square foot
distribution center will be located in Hillwood’s Crossroads Trade Center. Site
preparation is currently underway and the building is scheduled for completion in
July 2012.

The construction of the e-commerce facility will benefit DeSoto and surrounding
communities increasing the tax
base in Dallas County by $60
million and will provide much
needed jobs for the area. ltis
estimated that nearly 200 new
permanent jobs will be offered
to skilled workers and
approximately 200 seasonal
jobs will also be available for
part time workers.

E-commerce is a significant
growth area for Kohl’s
(NYSE:KSS). Kohl’s
currently operates three e-
commerce facilities and
reached S$1 billion in e-
commerce sales in 2011.
Locating a fourth facility in
DeSoto will further Kohl’s
growth targets.

City and County Officials gather at the construction site for the

Centre Park Blvd. Pictured from left, back row - DeSoto City
Manager Tarron Richardson, Ph.D., Former Mayor and DeSoto

Public Works Director Alberta Blair. Pictured front row from left,

DeSoto City Councilmember Patricia Ledbetter, Dallas County
Commissioner John Wiley Price, DeSoto Mayor Carl Sherman,
DeSoto Mayor Pro Tem Denise Valentine, DEDC Chairwoman
Curtistene McCowan and DEDC Executive Director Scott Fleming.

DeSoto city officials
negotiated with Kohl’s for a commitment to hire local residents first. As a result,
DeSoto residents will have the first opportunity to apply for upcoming positions at
the Kohl’s E-commerce Center. Kohl’s will host a Career Fair at the DeSoto Civic
Center, February 20th through 23rd. The fair, presented in cooperation with
DeSoto Mayor Carl O. Sherman, the City of DeSoto, DeSoto Economic Development
Corporation, and the DeSoto Chamber of Commerce, will offer residents the chance
to learn about building a great future with Kohl’s.

Kohl’s will be seeking to fill the following positions:
e  Executive Recruiter

HR Generalist

HR Manager

Director of Distribution Operations
Maintenance Manager
Maintenance Assistant Manager
Operations Manager

Assistant Manager of Operations
Operations Supervisor

Superuser Systems Supervisor

Qualified candidates who have completed an online application will be invited for
on-site interviews. For more information on these positions, visit www.kohls.com.
A Career Fair for Kohl’s hourly positions is tentatively scheduled for June, 2012.

Kohl’s E-Fulfillment Distribution Center located on I-35 just north of

Economic Development Corporation (DEDC) board member Michael
Hurtt, DeSoto City Councilmember James Zander, and Dallas County

DeSoto Managing Director of Development Services Tom Johnson,

Senior Citizens Receive a
Discount on Their
DeSoto Water Utility Bill

Any citizen 65 years or older
with an active DeSoto Water
utility account in his or her
name is eligible for the
following senior citizen

discounts:

e  Water-$3.00

e Sewer-$3.00

e Drainage - $2.50
e  Garbage-$1.78

e  Taxes on Garbage - $0.15

To receive the discount, you
must complete a senior citizen
discount application and
provide a copy of your driver’s
license. The form can be found
on our website at http://

www.desototexas.gov/

index.aspx?nid=219 or at the
Utility Billing office located at
211 E. Pleasant Run Road.

Did You Know...

It is unlawful to park a vehicle
on an unimproved surface. No
vehicle should be parked in the
front or side yards at any time,
except on a driveway or on an
improved surface such as
reinforced concrete.
Additionally, parking in the
alley is prohibited at all times
so as to not interfere with the
free and uninterrupted
movement of traffic.

If you have questions regarding
this ordinance, please call the
Code Enforcement office at
469.658.3000.



New Police Academy Class Begins in February

The DeSoto Citizen Police Academy is a
comprehensive course designed to provide
individuals a working knowledge of their police
department. The objective of the program is to
establish rapport with citizens and provide
information to alleviate misconceptions about law
enforcement and the criminal justice system in
general. This two-way communication gives
citizens the opportunity to ask questions and
express their concerns, while experiencing “hands
on” activities. The class meets one evening a week
for eight weeks. Classroom topics include laws and
ordinances, traffic enforcement, criminal
investigations, and the role of school resource
officers. Additionally, “hands on” training includes
radar usage, critical incident management, and
crime scene investigation.

The class is free of charge and open to persons 21
years of age or older who live or work in the City of
DeSoto. The eight week academy meets weekly at
the DeSoto Police Station located at 714 E. Belt
Line Road. For additional information, or to apply
for the spring academy, contact Officer Cindy
Mendez at 469-658-3055 or
cmendez@desototexas.gov or apply online at
www.desototexas.gov.

Council Corner, A Message from

Deshaundra Lockhart, Place Four
(continued from page one)

Our city has eleven departments and 351 employees
with a residential customer base upwards of 49,000.
Their efforts, under the leadership of City Manager
Dr. Tarron Richardson, are exceptionally valuable to
the quality of life in DeSoto. From streets to traffic
lights, police to recreation, water to library, finance
to courts, their contributions to service are
professional, responsive and appreciated. Let us
continue to give respect to the personnel who have
respectfully chosen to serve our city. | count on you
to continue to be the best DeSoto consumer you can
be, because together we all experience excellence.

Deshaundra Lockhart,
City Council Place Four
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DESOTO ARTY COMMISSION

Friday, March 23, 2012

DeSoto Civie Center

EBlue Bonwnet Rooms

FH00 to 10:00 p.mt. v
Author Reglstration deadline &

is February 15, 2012

February 3 - 26, 2012
Friday & Saturday Nights at 7:30 pm - $20
Saturday & Sunday Matinees at 2:30 pm - $15

To Purchase Tickets: call 972.572.0998
Or go to www.aareptheater.com

DALLAS

BLACK

DANCE
THEATRE

Sunday, March 11, 2012 3 p.m.
DeSoto Corner Theater,
211 E. Pleasant Run Rd.

Tickets: $10 adults $8 students

The DeSoto Arts Commission is proud to present this special
performance of the Dallas Black Dance Theatre, Dallas’ oldest
and continually operating dance company. Their performances
showcase cutting edge, modern dance performances which seek
to bridge cultures and reach diverse communities. Seating is
limited. For tickets, please call 972.230.9648.




