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Council Corner: A Message
from Mayor Carl Sherman

| have been asked what challenges and opportunities are ahead for
DeSoto. | will start with what | perceive to be one of our biggest
challenges, low revenues derived from property taxes due to the
decline in property values. Property values have fallen across the
nation, as well as in DeSoto (relative to our local economy), and our
ability to sustain the quality of city services, including public safety and
public works is challenged. We have been able to address these
shortfalls in a sustainable way so far and will continue to do so as we begin discussion on the
FY2013 Municipal Operating Budget.

But there are bright spots on the horizon. We are excited to welcome Kohl’s E-Commerce
Center to DeSoto. This facility will benefit DeSoto and surrounding communities increasing
the tax base in Dallas County by $60 million and will provide much needed jobs for the area.
The City hosted a Hiring Fair for Kohl’s back in February and a second one in June to provide
DeSoto residents the first opportunity to interview for more than 200 new permanent jobs
for skilled workers and many more hourly and part-time positions. My fellow
councilmembers and | negotiated with Kohl’s for a commitment to hire local residents first and they are fulfilling their
promise to do just that.

Now, concerning other opportunities ahead for DeSoto, | believe we are at a tipping point and we must be bold in our
approach to regain some of our lost luster in the Metroplex. This bold approach requires a redefining strategy in which
we create a downtown that becomes a point of destination with a sense of place where people come to stay a week or
weekend and enjoy a jazz performance or a play. This vision will require that we challenge our previous concepts of
mixed use developments that are exclusively defined as apartments, retail and office. The new problems cannot be
solved by old solutions. We must adequately address the challenges that retailers consider paramount to creating a
robust retail environment with a focus on boosting daytime customer traffic. This will require a different type of mixed
use development that significantly addresses the inadequacies of another apartment mixed use development. Currently,
most residents leave DeSoto to go to work outside the city during the daytime, leaving retailers with little or no business
traffic in the daylight hours. Nevertheless, imagine a new DeSoto that becomes a place of destination in the daytime by
way of a new mixed use development that targets the visitors and tourism market. This combination of the mixed
development is critical to our success and with a different direction, DeSoto's future will be brighter than our past.

Finally, | believe, we must challenge all citizens to take an active role in our city government, school district and local
businesses to create the greatest results DeSoto has yet to realize. It is my fundamental belief that we are better when
we come together as One People - One Vision - One All-America City.

Carl O. Sherman
Mayor



City Calendar

July

2 Poetry In Progress - Library - 5:45 pm

2 Arts Commission Mtg. - canceled

2 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

3 City Council Mtg. - Canceled

4 Independence Day - city offices closed

5 KDB Mtg. City Hall - 6:30 pm

5 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
12 Historical Foundation Mtg. City Hall 6pm
17 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
19 Mayor’s Quarterly Mtg. - Civic Ctr. 7 pm
23 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - noon
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

August

3,4,5 Council Budget Sessions - City Hall 6pm

6 Poetry In Progress - Library - 5:45 pm

6 Arts Commission Mtg. - City Hall - 6 pm

6 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

7 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

9 KDB Mtg. City Hall - 6:30 pm

9 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm
14 Council Mtg./Tax Rate - City Hall - 6pm
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
16 Historical Foundation Mtg. City Hall 6pm
21 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
27 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - noon
28 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
28 Council Mtg./Tax Rate - City Hall - 6pm

Would You Like to Attend the Next
DeSoto Civic Academy?

Work Begins on 2012 Street Reconstruction Project

The DeSoto Civic Academy is looking for
participants for their next session which
begins in August. The academy includes
eleven weekly sessions each hosted by a
different City department or group. Each
class is designed to allow participants to

experience first hand how our City operates.

In the first session, participants will hear
from City Management about their duties
and responsibilities. Next you'll visit the
Police Department to tour their facilities
including the jail. These sessions are hands-
on and participants will have the
opportunity to operate a radar gun and
walk through shoot/don’t shoot scenarios.
Development Service allows the group to
operate the street sweeper and see their
heavy equipment. Finance will show how
the budget is built and the final class is a
mock City Council meeting where class
participants play the parts of Mayor,
Councilmembers, citizens and staff.

The academy is free and includes dinner at
each class. To attend or for more
information, call Tracie Hlavinka at
972.230.9689.

The City’s Street Department grades all of our
streets on an annual basis ranking them from
“A” (roadway in good condition) to

“F” (complete roadway failure). Funds are
provided for reconstruction of residential and
collector streets each year in the City’s Capital
Improvement program. Streets are selected
for reconstruction based on the grading
system working from worst to best within the
funding available in a given year.

The streets that have been selected for
reconstruction this year include, Bob White
(Chattey to Rock Glen); Rose Circle (Chattey
to end); Cindy Way (Lyndalyn to Chattey);
Renee Lane (Bob White to Chattey); Rock
Glen (Bob White to Chattey): Lanette Drive
East (Bob White to Chattey); Aspen Drive
(Sequoia 150 feet east); and Lanette Drive
West (Hampton to Lanette Circle). Alternate
streets are: Rickey Canyon (Lion Street to

Lanette); and Ray Andra (Davis Street to
Pleasant Run Road).

Over the last several years, all of these streets
have required a significant amount of
patching to maintain them in somewhat fair
condition. The scope of the work to
reconstruct these streets consists of
pulverization of the existing asphalt, cement
stabilization of the base material to a depth
of six inches and the construction of a new six
inch asphalt roadway. Reynolds Asphalt and
Construction has been contracted to perform
the work scheduled to begin in mid June,
2012.

If you have any questions regarding street
construction in your neighborhood, please
call City Engineer, Crystal Owens at
972.230.9672.

Friends of the Library Host Harvest Craft Market Fair

The Friends of the DeSoto Public Library will host a Harvest Craft Market Fair November 10, 2012
at the DeSoto Town Center Plaza between the Library and Civic Center, 211 E. Pleasant Run Rd.
We invite you to reserve a booth and become one of the unique, quality merchants that will make
our “craft market” a success. Booth rental fees start a $20. Space is limited, so reserve early to
ensure a booth. For additional information or to reserve a booth, please contact Versie Lusk at
972.224.3186 or email her at vlusk2131@sbcglobal.net. You may also contact Joan Jackson at

972.223.5238 or email her at jjack86776@att.net.
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Congratulations and best wishes
to DeSoto resident, Errol Spence,
Jr., nicknamed The Truth, as he
heads to London as a part of the
USA Olympic Boxing Team.
Spence began training for boxing
at age 15, and six months later
won the Texas State Silver Gloves
Championship. Spence is
considered America’s best
welterweight boxer and he’s
planning to bring Olympic gold
home to DeSoto.



New Program Offers Local Businesses New

Access to Capital

By Scott Fleming, President & CEO of the DeSoto Economic

Development Corporation

To improve access to capital for DeSoto
businesses, the DeSoto Economic
Development Corporation has partnered with
the DeSoto Chamber of Commerce to offer a
Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) program.

WHAT IS A REVOLVING LOAN FUND?
Revolving loan funds share many
characteristics with micro-credit, micro-
enterprise, and village banking, namely
providing loans to persons or groups of
people that do not qualify for traditional
financial services or are otherwise viewed as
being high risk. Borrowers tend to be small
producers of goods and services — typically
artisans, farmers, and women who have no
credit history or access to other types of loans
from financial institutions. Organizations that
offer revolving loan fund lending aim to help
small business owners become financially
independent and eventually become eligible
for loans from commercial banks.

The fund gets its name from the revolving
aspect of loan repayment, where the central
fund is replenished as individual projects pay
back their loans, creating the opportunity to
issue other loans to new projects.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Companies eligible for loans from the RLF are
those located within the City of Desoto, or
moving into Desoto, which add value to the
community and the benefits from the RLF
loan will remain within DeSoto. Preferred
applicants will be those employers who
create or retain economic base jobs, such as
manufacturers, call centers, some traffic
destination generators, and regional service/
business magnets. However, commercial
businesses, such as retail, services, wholesale
and developers, are also eligible.

WHAT CAN BE FINANCED WITH A RLF?
Primary Activities: Commercial development
and start-up retail businesses and franchises.

Secondary Activities: Acquisition,
rehabilitation and construction of industrial
property; loans for  machinery and
equipment, supplies, materials, and working
capital.

WHAT ARE THE LOAN TERMS AND
CONDITIONS?

Loans are available for 12-36 months for
working capital and 3-7 years for fixed asset
loans, with a simple interest rate ranging
from 3-6 percent.

HOW DOES THE LOAN APPLICATION REVIEW
AND APPROVAL PROCESS WORK?

The loan review process begins with the
completion of a loan application by the
business followed by a review by the DeSoto
Chamber of Commerce staff, which then
makes a recommendation to the RLF Loan
Committee. The Loan Committee makes a
recommendation to the DeSoto Economic
Development Board, which processes the
loan, underwrites the check and sets up a
payment schedule.

For additional

information about the
Revolving Loan Fund

Program, or to obtain a

copy of the loan

application, please

contact Cammy Jackson

at 972-224-3565 or
cjackson@desotochamber.org.

j This year’s DeSoto Night Out event is

The DeSoto Public
Library Receives Award
from Texas Municipal
Library Directors

The DeSoto Public Library was
recently awarded the 2011
Achievement of Excellence in
Libraries Award from the Texas
Municipal Library Directors
Association. There are a total of 565
public libraries in the state of Texas
who are eligible for this award. The
DeSoto Public Library is one of only
26 libraries to receive the award for
2011. The Achievement of
Excellence in Libraries Award is an
annual award presented to libraries
that demonstrate their service
excellence through the attainment
of ten service criteria including
organizing summer reading
programs for children and teens,
providing services to underserved
populations through outreach and
collaborations with other libraries,
providing enhanced services to the
public, promoting literacy programs
and much more. Congratulations
are in order for the DeSoto Public
Library staff and volunteers!
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E-books are the newest addition to
the collection at the DeSoto Public

scheduled for Tuesday, August 7, 2012
from 7 to 9 p.m. Crime watch groups,
homeowners associations and
neighborhood groups are encouraged to
come outside their homes that evening
@™ and join together for a show of
community support. Why not plan a hula
hoop contest like this group at your block
party on DeSoto Night Out? To schedule a
police or city official visit or for more info,
call Officer Mendez at 469.658.3055.

Library and soon you will be able to
download them through the library
website to your E-reader or check-
out an E-reader loaded with your
favorite E-book. Check out the
library page on the city website at
www.desototexas.org/library for
details.
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By O.M BOCAT-LARSON

“Beauty is a Beast” Showing July 19th—28th at the
Corner Theatre

TALLING ALL®
>>POETS

CrossOver Arts Theatre Company presents “Beauty is a Beast” - a hilarious
fairytale about a spoiled, mean spirited princess named Beauty. Beauty
might be beautiful on the outside, but she’s ugly on the inside - see what
happens when her fairy godmother turns her inside out! Based on
Shakespeare’s “Taming of the Shrew”, local teen actors (many attending

DeSoto High School) bring this classic tale to life in a contemporary re-telling.

“This play is witty and goofy and important all at the same time”. The
underlying theme is that there is a beast of negative emotions - anger,
greed, arrogance, vengeance - all around us and we must wipe out these
destructive forces to find love and peace. Bring the family to enjoy a great
live theater experience. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for seniors and
students. Special matinee performances at 10 am are offered on July 19, 20,
26 and 27. Enjoy evening performances at 7:30 pm on July 20, 21, 27 and
28. For ticket information, go to www.desotoartscommission.com or call
972.989.7530. For group rates please contact Bill Ray at
bray@desototexas.gov.
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DeSoto Arts Commission - Cultural Arts Grant
Program

If you have enjoyed a performance presented by the African
American Repertory Theater at the DeSoto Corner Theatre,
or one of the Juried Visual Arts Shows sponsored by the
DeSoto Art League on display in the City Hall Lobby, you have
enjoyed programs funded by DeSoto’s Cultural Arts Grants
Program. These are just a few of the arts opportunities
made available to DeSoto residents by this program.
Applications are currently being accepted for projects
scheduled for the 2012 fiscal year which is October 1, 2012
through September 30, 2013.

The Cultural Arts Grant Program is coordinated by the
DeSoto Arts Commission. Each summer, they put out the
call for projects seeking funding. To be eligible, you must be
an active nonprofit arts organization who can demonstrate
sound artistic direction and financial management.
Community involvement is also strongly considered. Funded
activities must take place within the city limits of DeSoto.
Examples of previously funded projects include professional
and community theater, art shows, gospel concerts, dance
performances and jazz concerts.

Applications are accepted from July 1st through August 15th
each year. Qualifying nonprofit arts organizations can
request funding for their projects as well as an in-kind grant
for use of the DeSoto Corner Theatre. Application forms are
available at www.desotoartscommission.com or by calling
the DeSoto Arts Commission liaison at 972.230.9648.




