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Council Corner, A Message from
Kristine Clark, City Council - Place 3

| hope that your holidays were filled with family, friends and fun. Now,
it is time for a new year, 2015!

| want this new year to come with new hope - "UNITY in our
COMMUNITY"!

4 Participating in our hometown parade reminded me of simpler times.
' Why does it seem so much harder now? These days, most of us come
and go out our back garage, barely allowing us any time to chat with
our neighbors. Between work, kids, school and other activities, most of our day is already
full. It seems tough to have any down time for ourselves due to the constant pressures in
our lives.

I love my City and | know you do, too. So how can we make our City better? If we reflect
on a few simple principles, each of us, as individuals, can make our community better,
stronger and UNIFIED. In fact, you can not spell community without unity!!!

What builds UNITY in our COMMUNITY? YOU - LISTEN - SHARE - LOVE

e YOU must be the change you want to see. Good things must start with each of us. We can not change our grumpy
neighbors, but we can try to sympathize with them. We all have bad days, but we need to be the sunshine in each
other's lives. A smile or a wave can bring a bit of cheer to many people. | encourage you to be that goodness so that
others may pass it on as well.

e LISTEN to our neighbors and find things you have in common. Our neighborhoods are full of people just like us,
people who are working hard or looking for work, feeling overwhelmed by our busy world, and just trying to get by
most days. It is time to start looking out for our neighbors. Take the time to stop by, make sure they are okay, check
that they have food and heat. Be the person that really hears them.

e  SHARE your talents with others. We all have talents or gifts that might be just the helpful necessity for a neighbor
in need. Just by having a quick conversation, you may learn of a small need by a fellow resident. Ignore the voice
that says, "I'm too busy" or "they don't want my help". Instead follow your heart and reach out, if you are able.
Even if you cannot help them, you may know of another who can.

e LOVE your neighbor and be good to each other. Love is the greatest gift because it will conquer all. Even when you
think you have met the meanest person, kindness and love will overcome it all. So much negativity in this world can
make anyone cranky, but a kind word will go a long way to healing the hurt. To love someone does not mean you
always agree with them - it means you respect them as an individual and will help them if needed.

Continued on Page 2



City Calendar

January

1 New Year’s Day - City Facilities Closed
5 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm
5 Poetry In Progress - Civic Ctr. - 7 pm
5 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
6 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
8 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
8 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
19 MLK Holiday - City Facilities Closed
20 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
26 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am
27 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

February

2 Poetry In Progress - Civic Ctr. - 7 pm

2 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

2 Arts Commission Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6 pm

3 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

5 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm

5 Friends of the Library Mtg. - 6 pm

7 Daddy/Daughter Dance - Civic Ctr. 7pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

15 CDC Gospelfest -DHS Auditorium 4:30 pm

17 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
21 Parks & Recreation Town Hall Mtg.
23 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7pm

Important Information
Regarding the May 2015
Municipal Election

The City of DeSoto will hold a
General Election on Saturday,
May 9, 2015. The election will fill
City Council places 6 and 7.
DeSoto residents who are
interested in filing for one of
these seats must live within the
bounds of the district to be
eligible. Application packets,
with all the information required
to file for a City Council seat, will
be available beginning January 5,
2015. Please contact the City
Secretary’s office by emailing
kmorris@desototexas.gov to
request a packet.

The first day to file an application
for a place on the ballot is
January 28, 2015. For further
information, please call 972-230-
9646.

Road Widening Project on Polk Street Begins

Construction began recently on the
section of Polk Street between Danieldale
Road and Centre Park Boulevard to widen
from two to four lanes with a dividing
median, appropriate turn lanes, and
DeSoto’s signature bronze colored, square
median light poles.

In addition, this project includes median
landscaping and underground drainage.
An alternative turf will be used as a pilot
program for this project. Buffalo grass will
be installed as the turf in this area.

Buffalo grass is a warm season perennial
grass, best known as a drought and heat
tolerant grass that
requires less watering
with a low growth habit
requiring less mowing.

The Polk Street project is
jointly funded by the
DeSoto Economic
Development
Corporation (DEDC) and
a private developer. This
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project will significantly improve the
marketability of the 95-acre tract of
industrially zoned land bound on the
north by Danieldale Road and the west by
Polk Street. The developer is fast tracking
the project and construction is expected
to be substantially complete in early

spring.

If you have any questions about this
project or any City of DeSoto street
construction project, please contact
Crystal Owens, P.E., DeSoto’s City
Engineer at 972.230.8672 or by email at
cowens@desototexas.gov.
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Council Corner, A Message from Kristine Clark,
City Council - Place 3 continued from page 1

I rarely hear from people who talk about the great things in our community, but |
know there are many. We need to have pride in the community in which we live. If
each of us can follow the lead of DeSoto Officer Holder (pictured on page 4) and do
one small thing for another in our community, then we have every reason to believe
that DeSoto will always be the best place to live, raise our families and retire!!

Kristine Clark
City Council Place 3



DeSoto’s Street Sanding Policy

As we move into winter, DeSoto will
likely experience an ice or snow event.
When sleeting or icing begins, the
Street Department will sand the busiest
intersections first, on the Hampton,
Cockrell Hill, Pleasant Run and Belt Line
corridors. Next they will sand the
remaining intersections; followed by
bridges and major roads with steep
grades. For events lasting longer than
two days, major roads such as Cockrell
Hill, Hampton and Belt Line may be
sanded the entire length (as resources
permit). Belt Line Road is a State
Highway and the Texas Department of
Transportation will also sand it.

It is the policy of the City of DeSoto not
to sand residential streets or alleys
unless it is needed to assist with access
for an emergency vehicle. Special
requests for sanding are not accepted.

As a resident, there are things that you
can do to help.

e [f possible, stay at home.

e If you have to leave home, be alert
and drive with caution,
remembering snow and ice create
slick road conditions.

e  Maintain safe distances between
vehicles, decrease your driving

speed and allow additional time to
stop.

Do not pass sand spreader trucks or
the plow truck. Park vehicles off of
roadways if possible. Be mindful of

driving on streets without curbs,
you may slide into side drainage
ditches.

Mailboxes may be damaged. If
they are damaged by City
equipment, the City will replace the
mailbox. Otherwise replacement
will be the homeowner’s
responsibility.

Ice storms can cause downed trees
and power lines. Trees on private
property are the homeowner’s
responsibility. The City will only
clear the street right-of-way.
ONCOR will be contacted to
address downed power lines.

This crew of DeSoto Fire Fighters received the 2014 Life Saving Award at a recent
City Council Meeting. Pictured from left (front row) are DeSoto Fire Chief, Jerry
Duffield, Pedro Lozano, Dale Quinn, James Judd, Nathan Garcia, Matt Freeman,
Bryan Southard and Mayor Carl O. Sherman, Sr.

What’s Happening at
the DeSoto Public
Library

With new deadlines to enroll for
health care insurance just around
the corner, information on how to
evaluate policies and services to
choose the best coverage is
essential. Join LaShandra Hooks and
Angel Bogans from U.S. Health
Advisors at the DeSoto Public Library
for The Healthcare Marketplace: An
Informative and Educated

Approach.

They will HEALTH »
present INSUR
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health care

insurance intended to help you
make an informed choice for you
and your family.

The session will be presented at the
Library on December 16, 2014 from
noon to 4 pm and repeated on
January 13, 2015 from noon to 4 pm.
The program is free and open to the
public. No registration is needed.

The DeSoto Public Library is located
at 211 E. Pleasant Run Road in
DeSoto Town Center. Free parking is
available in the nearby parking
garage. For more information,
please call the Library at
972.230.9661.

City of DeSoto
@desototx



FRI. FEB. 27 @ 7:00 PM A p February
' 7th
7to9pm

$10 pre-sale
$15 at the door
$5 Students and Seniors 60+

DESQTO ARTS COMMISSION
SUNDAY MUSIC SERIES

If you watch the local or national news or follow Social Media, you have seen these pictures of
DeSoto Police Officer Holder helping his friend, Ms. Shepard, with her Thanksgiving shopping at our
local Wal-Mart. What you may not know is that these photos were taken by another shopper in Wal
-Mart that day who posted them to her personal Facebook page without the Officer’s knowledge. Join us for an

The pictures went viral and the rest is history. Until the photos surfaced, no one but the two of them exciting series
knew that Officer Holder, on his own time, has been checking on Ms. Shepard and helping her for celebrating

months now. The DeSoto Police and City of DeSoto would like to thank Officer Holder for DeSoto's diverse

.. . . . taste in music,
recognizing a widow in need and going above and beyond the call of duty to help her. alternating each

week from classical

k to jazz. There's
r DeSoto Parks & Recreation e somehting for
S : vewone!
: S February 21, 2015
CITY OF DESOTO 1000 am - 1200 pm. DeSoto Corner Theatre
e -~ OEATIC A GN I it Ch
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD CeesoRalres Gty Sundays at 3pm
| DeSoto, TX. 75115
TDW N H A I_ L Share your voice, we want [0 hear March thru May, 2015
from you!

Tickets $10

For more information contact us
at youthsports@desototexas.gov or
0722309653

artsdesoto.com




