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DeSoto City Manager, Tarron Richardson, Ph.D., recently received a le er from Susan 

Combs, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, announcing that the City of DeSoto has 

earned the 2014 Pla num Leadership Circle Award for financial transparency.   

 

The Leadership Circle Award  recognizes local governments for their efforts in: 

 opening their books to the public 

 providing clear, consistent pictures of spending 

 sharing informa on in a user‐friendly format that lets taxpayers easily drill down for 

more detail 

 

DeSoto’s award applica on scored 21 points of 22 possible on the Texas Comptroller’s 

ra ngs criteria to earn the award.  DeSoto has received the gold level award which 

recognizes en es that are se ng the bar with their transparency efforts yearly since 

2010.  In 2014, the Pla num Award was added.  It spotlights en es who go above and 

beyond to provide financial transparency.    

 

“DeSoto is honored to be one of the first Pla num Award recipients,” said Edena Atmore, Managing Director of Finance.   

 

DeSoto has consistently made financial informa on easily accessible to taxpayers 

by pos ng it to the City website (www.desototexas.gov).  To review this 

informa on, follow the link under the News & Announcements sec on on the 

homepage.  It will take you to the Open Government page marked with the seal 

pictured at le .  This page provides links to the Municipal Budget, 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports, debt informa on, check register, tax 

rate informa on and much more. 

 

“First and foremost, I want to thank our Department of Finance for their due 

diligence over the last few years to improve the City’s financial health, status and 

transparency,” said Dr. Richardson, DeSoto City Manager.  “The Pla num 

Leadership Circle Award symbolizes our unwavering commitment toward finding 

the most efficient and effec ve means to manage our finances.” 

  

City	of	DeSoto	Receives	2014	
Platinum	Leadership	Circle	Award	
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February	

  2 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 7 pm	
  2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  2 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐  Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm 
  3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
  5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
  5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
  5 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm 
  7 Daddy/Daughter Dance ‐ Civic Ctr. 7pm 
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
15 CDC Gospelfest ‐DHS Auditorium 4:30 pm 
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
21 Parks & Recrea on Town Hall Mtg.  
23 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am 
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg.  ‐ City Hall ‐ 7pm 

 

Important	Information	
Regarding	the	May	2015	
Municipal	Election	
	
The City of DeSoto will hold a 
General Elec on on Saturday, 
May 9, 2015.  The elec on will fill 
City Council places 6 and 7.  
DeSoto residents who are 
interested in filing for one of 
these seats must live within the 
bounds of the district to be 
eligible.  Applica on packets, 
with all the informa on required 
to file for a City Council seat, are 
available by contac ng the City 
Secretary’s office by email at 
kmorris@desototexas.gov.   

The deadline to file an applica on 
for a place on the ballot is 
February 27, 2015 at 5 pm.  For 
further informa on, please call 
972‐230‐9646. 

DeSoto Code Enforcement officers would like 

to remind residents that parking a vehicle on 

an unimproved surface is not permi ed.   

 

No vehicle should be parked in the front or 

side yards at any me, except on a driveway 

or on an improved surface such as reinforced 

concrete.  Addi onally, parking in the alley is 

prohibited at all mes so as not to interfere 

with the free and uninterrupted movement 

of traffic.   

A	Message	from	Code	Enforcement	

The City of DeSoto has a sign ordinance 

that prohibits the pos ng of signs in the 

city right‐of‐way.  This includes garage 

sale signs like the ones at right.  When 

you apply for a permit to hold a garage 

sale at your home, you will be no fied 

that you can post a sign in your own yard 

only.  You are subject to a fine if you post 

other signs in the medians or on u lity 

poles.  Code enforcement has stepped up 

enforcement of this ordinance.  If you 

have any ques ons, please contact the 

City of DeSoto Code Enforcement office 

at 469.658.3075.    

If	You	Are	Planning	A	Garage	Sale,	Here	is	Some	
Information	Regarding	Posting	Garage	Sale	Signs	

March	

  2 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm 
  2 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 7 pm	
  2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
	 5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
  5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
  7 HOA Involvement Workshop ‐ 9am 
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg.‐City Hall ‐ 7pm 
20 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 
pm 
28 DeSoto Dining & Dialogue Dinner Event 
30 DEDC Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am 

 
 City of DeSoto 

@desototx 
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What’s	Happening	at	the	
DeSoto	Public	Library	
	
African American History Month  

Book Club 
Kids ages four to seventeen are 
invited to par cipate in African 
American History Month Book Club,  
February 2nd through 28th, at the 
DeSoto Public Library.  To 
par cipate, pick up a Reading Form 
from the Children’s desk and read at 
least three books by or about an 
African American.   
 

Teens Learn About Body Image 
and Self‐Esteem  

at the DeSoto Public Library 
Saturday, Feb. 28th  3 pm  

Everyone agrees that teens need 
posi ve ideas about body image and 
self‐esteem. This body image 
workshop, presented by Tamera 
Nalls ‐ CEO of Journey of a Young 
Lady, Inc., will iden fy nega ve 
social messages and provide tools 
which will reinforce the idea that 
body image is based on what one 
thinks about one’s self, not what 
others think. During the self‐esteem 
segment of the program, teens will 
evaluate traits that make them 
unique and be given tools to adjust 
thoughts about themselves.  
 
For more informa on, contact Ms. 
Marq Runnels at 972.230.9663. This 
program is free and open to the 
public. No registra on is required. 
 

DeSoto Public Library Presents 
Story Time With Melody Bell 

Enjoy an extra special story me for 
African American History Month 
with storyteller, Melody Bell, a 
library favorite.   Experience hands‐
on drum circles, African storytelling, 
and rhythmic singing on Friday, 
February 20th at 4 pm.    This free 
program is open to the public.   
 
The DeSoto Public Library is located 
at 211 E. Pleasant Run Road.  



7 am 

Public Welcome! 

Presented by the African 

American Repertory Theater 

at the DeSoto Corner Theatre 

 

 

DBDT AD Here 
FREE 

6pm

DeSoto Town Center Plaza &  
Outdoor Amphitheater 
211 E. Pleasant Run Road  
(behind the Library) 
 

 

March 1 ‐ Ta ana Mayfield & Victor Cager ‐
    sophis cated jazz 
March 8 ‐ Carelle Flores, Classical Soprano 
March 15 ‐ Daybreak Express w/Dave Zoller 
  – Duke Ellington style jazz 
April 12 ‐ Ar na McCane, Classical piano & 
  Icy Simpson, Soprano 
April 19 ‐ Andrea Dawson, sophis cated 
  blues 
April 26 ‐ Gary Levinson, violin ‐ Steven  
   Harlos piano 
May 3 ‐ Leena Conquest ‐ jazz vocalist  
May 10 ‐ Demarre McGill, classical flute, 
  Baya Kakouberi piano 
May 24 ‐ Stockton Helbing Trio, Miles Davis
 ‐style jazz 

DeSoto Corner Theatre 
211 E. Pleasant Run Road 
In DeSoto Town Center 

Sundays at 3pm    
March through May, 2015 

Tickets $10 
www.artsdesoto.com 

 

 


