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City of DeSoto and DeSoto Fire Rescue Receive
Coveted ISO 1 Rating

Recently, the Texas State Fire Marshal’s office announced that the Insurance Services
Office (ISO) is recommending that DeSoto’s Public Protection Classification be changed to
Class 1 for all properties located within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant or water supply suction -
point and within 5 miles of a fire station and Class 1X for all other class-rated properties.
DeSoto is currently rated a Class 2. The new rating classification is effective April 1, 2016.

“The improved rating is about more than bragging rights,” said Jeremiah Quarles CEO of
the DeSoto Economic Development Corporation. “From a private development
standpoint, the I1SO 1 rating means that businesses who choose to invest in our city will
now have an increased level of confidence that the City of DeSoto is doing everything
possible to protect and improve their investment.”

The Insurance Service Office (ISO) is a New Jersey-based advisory organization that serves
the property and casualty insurance industry by providing inspection services, insurance
coverage form development and statistical services. 1SO classifies communities from 1
(the best) to 10 (the worst) based on how well they score on the ISO Fire Suppression
Rating Schedule which grades such features as water distribution, fire department equipment and manpower and fire
alarm facilities.

“Insurance companies use the ISO classification to help set their base premium rates for residential and commercial
properties,” said DeSoto City Councilmember James Zander, CLU of James Zander & Associates Insurance. “This
exemplary rating for DeSoto is considered favorably by insurers.”

“The improved ranking shows that our city and its firefighters, under
the leadership of Chief Jerry Duffield, are doing all they can to keep
DeSoto citizens safe and to keep insurance rates as low as

possible,” said Jeremiah Quarles.

Of the over 48,000 fire departments in the United States, only about
100 have attained Class 1 status. Statistically this ranks DeSoto in

the 99.8% percentile of fire departments in communities across the
nation. Of the 2,681 fire departments in Texas, currently only 26 have
obtained Class 1 status. This ranks DeSoto in the 99 % percentile of
fire departments in Texas communities.

DeSoto Fire Rescue puts a new engine into service.

“The Class 1 rating represents a cumulative score and evaluation of DeSoto’s fire service, water system, and emergency
dispatch,” said DeSoto Fire Chief Jerry Duffield. “This team effort reflects on the dedication and determination of the
leadership and personnel in these departments, as well as city-wide, to give the citizens of DeSoto the most effective and
efficient service possible.” (Continued on page four)



City Calendar

February

1 Arts Commission Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6pm
1 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

2 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

4 Historical Foundation Mtg. 6 pm

4 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

4 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm

6 Daddy Daughter Dance - Civic Ctr. 7 pm
9 Planning & Zoning Mtg. -City Hall -7 pm
16 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

19 Dallas Black Dance DHS Auditorium 7pm
22 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am

23 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7pm
27 HOA Involvement Workshop City Hall 9a

March

1 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

7 Arts Commission Mtg.— Civic Ctr. - 6 pm
7 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
8 Planning & Zoning Mtg.- City Hall -7 pm
9 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm

9 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm

9 Historical Foundation Mtg. 6 pm

15 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

19 Easter Egg Hunt - Zeiger Park - 11 am
21 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am

22 Planning & Zoning Mtg. City Hall 7 pm

The next
DeSoto Dining
and Dialogue
Dinner event
* will take place
6 o\ﬁ’ on S.,aturday,

April 2, 2016
at 6:30 pm.
The discussion topic will be “DeSoto,
an All-America City - Ten Years
Later.” We will look back at what it
took for the city to win the coveted
award, discuss what has changed in
the last ten years, and consider what
is ahead for the future.

Attending a DeSoto Dining and
Dialogue Dinner event is a great way
to get to know your neighbors.
Please consider giving back to your
community by hosting a dinner table
in your home or participating in the
free dinner event as a guest. To RSVP
to attend or for more information, go
to www.desotodd.org or call
972.230.9648.

DeSoto’s Public Utilities Division Offers Free Water

Conservation Courses

The DeSoto Public Utilities Department has
partnered with Texas A&M Agrilife Research
and Extension Center to offer a series of
water efficiency and landscape maintenance
classes focused on techniques to conserve
water and reduce monthly water

bills. These classes are free of charge to
DeSoto residents, but will require
registration. Classes are limited to 75
attendees. You will want to sign up early to
guarantee your seat.

The first class, Lawn Care Maintenance, is
scheduled for April 14, 2016 from 6:30 pm
to 8:30 pm in Bluebonnet Room Il located in
the Civic Center at 211 E. Pleasant Run Road,
DeSoto, TX 75115. The speaker will discuss
proper lawn care maintenance needed to
establish and maintain a healthy

lawn. Other topics will include basic lawn
maintenance practices, turf grass selection,
and recommendations to reduce water,
fertilizer, and pesticide use.

The second and third classes in the series
will be offered on Saturday, June 11, 2016
from 9 am to 12:15 pm at the same location
(Bluebonnet Room Il). The Water Efficient
Landscape class, slated for 9 am to 10:30am,
will identify methods to give your landscape
a facelift on a budget. You will be provided
instructions on basic landscape design
principles, plant placement, and

hardscape. The classes are designed to
provide a level of instruction that helps you
with “DIY” (Do It Yourself) landscape
projects around your home just in time for

summer. The Sprinkler System Quick Fixes
and System Operation class which will take
place from 10:45am to 12:15pm, is an
excellent introduction for new home owners
and all users of automated residential
sprinkler/irrigation systems. The “budget
savvy” will learn how to optimize water
usage by programming and reprogramming
your sprinkler controller. The “mechanically-
minded” will learn how your sprinkler
system operates and its components. The
“fixers” will learn how to identify leaks or
broken sprinkler heads, and make very basic
hands-on repairs to your sprinkler

system. Everyone who attends will learn
how to save time, money, and water.

Online registration is now open!

Thursday, April 14, 2016, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm:
Lawn Care Maintenance: https://
dallas.tamu.edu/courses/2016/april-14-2016
-lawncare-desoto/

Saturday, June 11, 2016, 9 am - 10:30 am:
Water Efficient Landscape : https://
dallas.tamu.edu/courses/2016/june-11-2016
-water-efficient-landscape-part-1-desoto/
Saturday, June 11, 2016, 10:45 am -
12:15pm: Sprinkler System Quick Fixes —
Hands On: https://dallas.tamu.edu/
courses/2016/june-11-2016-sprinkler-
system-quick-fixes-hands-on-desoto/ (This
class is limited to 30 participants.)

If you are unable to register online, please
contact the Utility Billing Office at
972.230.9627 for assistance.

DESTIO
FIRE REXIE

Thank you Outback Steakhouse in DeSoto for feeding our first responders who
were working around the clock to protect damaged property resulting from the
December 26th tornado. Pictured above on the left, top row from left are Outback
Proprietor Erik Crofoot, City Manager Tarron Richardson, and Police Chief Joe

Costa. Front row from left are Amanda Marvin Outback Front of House Manager

and Arturo Macias Outback Kitchen Manager.



APRIL/RECYCLING EVENT
April 25th m-12p

Cénter, 8309 W. Spinner Rd.
at noon or when trugks are full

Shredding - bring up to #l boxes of
personal documents for shredding. Docum@hts‘must be
in a box or plastic bag for disposal. No tras llowed.

Proof of DeSoto residency required.

E- ycllng\ bring any unwanted eI{ronlc items
inclu gfbersonal Whones chargefs, f

and ot r small electronicsTOr free recycling wi

of DeSoto‘rEsndencv- “For more ‘information please call
972.230.9643.

The DeSoto Public Library recently received the 2015 Achievement of Library
Excellence Award from the Texas Municipal Library Directors Association. “We
are very proud to receive this excellence award,” said Kerry McGeath, Director
of Library Services for DeSoto. Of the 550 or so public libraries in Texas, 41
received the award. “It is quite an honor for our staff. They have worked very
hard to position our library so we can effectively provide friendly service to
empower the citizens of DeSoto.” said McGeath.

Today’s library is much more than just books — our library has free Wi-Fi and
public use computers, printers and scanners. It also has resources to help you
find a job, as well as reference staff available to assist you in finding
community and government information. Local artists display their art in the
library, and story times and other services for children are provided to help
with child literacy in the community. The DeSoto Public Library is not only
about books anymore, but about empowering the citizens of DeSoto.

Pictured above from left: DeSoto Library Board members Jennifer Smith, Susie
Robinson, Library Director Kerry McGeath, Library Board members John
Ringhauser and Valinda Samples and the Honorable, Rachel Proctor, DeSoto
City Councilmember.

Calling All HOA
Members!

Join us for the eleventh annual HOA
Involvement Workshop on Saturday,
February 27, 2016 from 9 am to
11:30 am at DeSoto City Hall.
Information is a key element in
effective neighborhood involvement
and this workshop is designed to
provide representatives of DeSoto’s
neighborhood and homeowners’
associations with the information
they need to make their
neighborhood a better, safer place
to live. Members of all registered
DeSoto HOA’s are encouraged to
attend whether your association is
new or well-established. To attend
the workshop or for more
information, please call Tracie
Hlavinka at 972.230.9689 or contact
her by email at
thlavinka@desototexas.gov.

 HoUSEHOLD
# HRIARDOUS
WASTE

April 23,2016 9 am to noon
Westmoreland Pump Station
620 N. Westmoreland

This Annual Household Hazardous
Event is for DeSoto residents only,
proof of residency is required. Only
residential household hazardous
waste will be accepted, commercial
waste or electronics are not
allowed. Due to limited space,
those who would like to participate
must register prior to the

event. Residents may sign up
beginning March 23rd by calling the
Action Center at 972.230.9600.
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Programs

March 14 2pm - The Critterman's
Squirm Factor Show for ALL
ages.

March 15 2pm - Toothbrush Robots
for ages 7 - 12 (reservations
required)

March 16 11am - The Science
Experience for Toddlers and Pre
-Schoolers for ages 2 - 6

March 17 2pm - Paper Roller
Coasters for ages 8 - 13
(reservations required)

The DeSoto Parks and Recreation Department invites you to
bring the kids to Zeiger Park, 400 Eagle Drive for our annual
Easter Egg Hunt at 11 am on Saturday, March 19th. The hunt
is separated into a 3 and under age group, a 4 to 6 age group
and a 7 to 9 age group. Admission is free, but bring an Easter
basket! For more information please call the Parks and
Recreation Department at 972.230.9650.
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About Our
Programs

All programs are free and open
to the public

Reservations are required for
our Toothbrush Robots and
Paper Roller Coaster programs
To make reservations call
972.230.9666 or visit the
Children’s desk in the Library.

DeSoto
@p ﬁyblic Lubrory
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Ayinde Howell
Celebrity Chef

cook”

City of DeSoto and
DeSoto Fire Rescue
Receive Coveted ISO
1 Rating

Continued from page 1

“I would like to thank my staff and
personnel for assisting in this evaluation
process. The lessons learned will only
make us better,” said Chief Duffield.

“I would also like to thank City Manager
Dr. Tarron Richardson, Mayor Carl
Sherman and the City Council for the
support the fire department receives,
without which, none of this would have
been possible,” continued Chief Duffield.

An official at the Texas Fire Marshal’s
Office commented that, “You (DeSoto
Fire Rescue) are one of the elite.”

“I can’t express the pride | have in this
department and the appreciation for the
support and encouragement we receive
from the citizens of DeSoto,” said Chief
Duffield. “They deserve this and | am
glad we could deliver.”
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