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DeSoto Teens Are Encouraged To Apply Now To
Attend The DeSoto Junior Civic Academy

Do you know a DeSoto teenager who might be interested in pursuing an internship that
could lead to a career in local government? Encourage that teen to take the first step
by applying now to join the DeSoto Junior Civic Academy. The DeSoto Junior Civic
Academy (JCA) is an 11-week program designed to expose high school juniors and
seniors to the inner-workings of our local government.

This program is an extension of the Civic Academy that the City has offered for more
than ten years. It is designed to introduce high school juniors and seniors to career
opportunities in public administration, economic development, municipal finance and
budgeting, library services, public works, parks and recreation, police, fire and EMS and
much more. Parents are encouraged to attend with their teen.

“I am very excited about kicking off our new Junior Civic Academy,” said DeSoto Mayor,

Curtistene S. McCowan. “This unique educational opportunity will include some unforgettable moments for
students whom we expect to become outstanding future leaders in the City of DeSoto and beyond. | can’t wait to
meet the high school juniors and |
seniors selected to become part of our -}
inaugural JCA Class!”

Completion of this free program offers
students community service credit
hours and opportunities for
internships in municipal government
that could lead to employment after
high school graduation. JCA is a great

DeSato

resume builder and teaches important Junior Civic
interview and job skills. Apply online Academy
now to attend the DeSoto Junior Civic

Academy at www.desototexas.gov/jca.

The Junior Civic Academy will run concurrently with our traditional Civic Academy for adults. Applications are
being accepted for that program as well. Both the Junior Civic Academy and the traditional Civic Academy begin
August 17, 2017 and continue every Thursday from 5:45 pm to 8:30 pm for 11 weeks. Sessions are hosted at
DeSoto City Hall and other City facilities. Dinner is provided at each session. If you would like to participate or
need more information on the Civic Academy program, please call Nelda Bond at 972.230.9643.



City Calendar

June

3 Crawfish Fest - Amphitheater 5 pm
5 Arts Commission Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6pm
5 Park Board Mtg. - Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
6 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
8 Historical Foundation Mtg. 6 pm
8 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
8 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg. -City Hall -7 pm
15 Mayor’s Quarterly Mtg. - Civic Ctr. 7pm
17 BSW Juneteenth - Lancaster
20 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
23 Theresa Grayson Amphitheater 8 pm
26 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am
27 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm

July

1 Fireworks-Meadow Creek Park - 6pm
3 Park Board Mtg. canceled
4 City Facilities closed for Independence
Day - City Council Mtg. canceled
5 Library Board Mtg. Library - 7 pm
5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. - 6:30 pm
5 Historical Foundation Mtg. 6 pm
10 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6pm
11 Planning & Zoning Mtg.- City Hall -7 pm
18 City Council Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
24 DEDC Board Mtg. - City Hall - 9 am
25 Planning & Zoning Mtg. - City Hall - 7 pm
28 Andrea Dawson Amphitheater 8 pm

Do You Have Unclaimed
Property Due From The City of
DeSoto?

Has the City of DeSoto issued you a
payment by check which you have not
cashed in the last 90 days? If you are
not sure, please go to
www.desototexas.gov and click the
“Transparency” tab at the bottom of
the page. Then click on the tab
“DeSoto Unclaimed Property”. Next
click on the “Unclaimed Property
List”. If you see your name there,
please follow the steps to claim the
listed property.

A Message From Code Enforcement

City of DeSoto Ordinance requires that the fence
on your property should be maintained at all times.
It is unlawful to allow your fence to lean or to have
missing, loose or broken slats or panels. The fence
is not allowed to have symbols, writings or other
graffiti except for signs which pertain to the
address or occupancy of the property. Itis
prohibited to have a fence made of barbed wire,
hog wire or chicken wire, or to have an electric
fence.

POOL FENCING

If you have a swimming pool, a fence, structure or gate is required to completely
surround the swimming pool to S R |

prevent small children from
inadvertently wandering near the pool
and falling in. The fence, structure or
gate shall not be lower than six feet in
height, and not have any openings
that will allow a four-inch diameter
sphere to pass through; and all gates
should have a self-closing and self-
latching device designed to keep gates closed and locked at all times.

FENCE PERMITS

A permit is required to build any fence on your property and can be obtained from the
City’s Building Inspection Department by calling 972.230.9610. If you have any
questions about the City of DeSoto fence ordinance, please call the Code Enforcement
office at 469.658.3075.

Bring your lawn chairs. Concessions
available for purchase. For more
information, call 972.230.9648.

INEATHE STARS oot

SUMMER MUSIC & POETRY SERIES

JUNE 23 | JULY 28 | AUGUST 25 8pm

theresaGRAYSON
andrecDAWSON

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY AT THE DESOTO AMPHITHEATER

211 E. Pleasant Run Road
e free evesd

to sign up and learn more



Keep DeSoto Beautiful Donates Shade
Cover to Ruby Young Elementary

Recently, Keep DeSoto Beautiful, a
volunteer board for the City of
DeSoto dedicated to promoting an
environmentally clean, safe, and
healthy community, donated a
shade structure for the campus
garden area at Ruby Young
Elementary. The structure allows
classes to take place outside and
provides the students shade while
learning. The shade structure was

the shade cover is located, for
everyday classes. Students have
the opportunity to study different
forms of clean energy (solar, wind,
hydro), soil, and insects that play a
vital role in the life cycle of plants,
and the habitat and nutrition of
small animals. Students are active
in the garden where they will learn
the process of planting, pruning
and harvesting various crops and

officially dedicated on May 25 with plant life.

City of DeSoto and DeSoto
Independent
School District
guests on hand.

Ruby Young
Medical and
Environmental
Sciences Magnet
Academy
students use the
greenhouse,
gardens, and
outdoor learning spaces, where

The DeSoto Art League invites you to stop by the Atrium at DeSoto City Hall
during normal business hours to view their Juried Art Exhibit through July
28, 2017. There are more than 150 pieces on display from artists across the
DFW Metroplex. Awards were given in watercolor, mixed media, oil,
photography, 3-D and student art. Partial funding for this exhibit was
provided by an arts grant from the DeSoto Arts Commission.

Are You Interested in
Applying For An Arts Grant?

The DeSoto Arts Commission will
host an information session on
Monday, July 10, 2017 at 7 pm in
Pecan Room I in the DeSoto Civic
Center to provide information on the
City’s arts grant funding process for
arts projects in 2018. The City of
DeSoto has offered grant funding to
approved 501(c)3 arts organizations
for a variety of programs including
visual art, theater and music for
more than 15 years. Some groups
utilize the Corner Theatre as a
performance hall. The Corner
Theatre is currently undergoing
renovations and will reopen as a
“black box” theater later this
summer. In anticipation of the
theater’s reopening, the Arts
Commission is revamping the grant
application process and would like to
share the specifics of the new
process with anyone interested in
applying for an arts grant. Please call
972.230.9648 to RSVP to attend this
meeting or for more information on
the Arts Grant process.
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A Message From Environmental Health

Dallas County Health and Human Services monitors cities in Dallas County including DeSoto for West Nile positive
mosquitos and will conduct ground spraying when positive mosquito traps are found in our community. When a
positive trap is identified, DCHHS moves quickly, usually within 12 hours, to spray the affected area. They notify
the City of DeSoto’s Environmental Health Specialist when they plan to spray in DeSoto and the City immediately
puts the information out to local media and posts it on our website, Facebook and Twitter pages.

If you would like to receive an email or text message about the spraying as soon as the information is made
available to the City, please go to the City website at www.desototexas.gov, click on “Notify Me” on the left hand
side of the home page and register for the notification list called “Mosquito spraying by DCHHS” by providing your
email address and/or telephone number.

Residents can also help reduce exposure to mosquitoes by using the 4D’s:

oDEET All Day, Every Day: Whenever you’re outside, use insect repellents
that contain DEET or other EPA approved repellents and follow
instructions.

eDress: Wear long, loose, and light-colored clothing outside.

eDrain: Drain or treat all standing water in and around your home or
workplace.

eDusk & Dawn: Limit outdoor activities during dusk and dawn when
mosquitoes are most active.

Standing water can be treated with EPA-approved larvicides called “dunks”.
The City of DeSoto has a supply of these dunks that are available, free of
charge, for DeSoto residents at the Action Center in City Hall. These mosquito dunks float on the surface of water
and will keep working for 30 days or longer. While floating, they release long-term mosquito larvacide at the
water’s surface where it is eaten by growing mosquito larvae. One dunk can treat up to 100 square feet of
stagnant water. Mosquitos that carry WNV breed in places where stagnant water accumulates such as drainage
ditches, stagnant swimming pools, bird baths, plant containers and old tires. Stop by the Action Center at City
Hall to pick up your free mosquito dunks. If you have WNV questions, please contact DeSoto’s Environmental
Health Specialist at 972.230.9600, or visit the DCHHS website at: http://www.dallascounty.org/department/hhs/
home.html.

DeS:lIo ISD LARGEST CLASS EVER - 643 GRADUATES!

On May 30, the largest ever graduating class received
their diplomas and turned their tassels signifying the end
of high school! Valedictorian McKenzie Washington and
Salutatorian Joyce Akinnibosun, both heading to TCU,
led the way with the Summa Cum Laude recipients and
Senior Class Officers filling out the stage. First year
Principal Arista Owens-McGowan presented the Soaring
Eagle Award to Shadarian Carter for her perseverance.
This senior class has racked up numerous accolades:

+ Over $7M in scholarships - 28 academic and
51 athletic signees
_State titles in Football, Boys Basketball,
Boys Track, and Girls track |
Two All-State Choir Members
16 UIL Choir Div. 1 rankings - 11 Solos and
5 Ensembles I '
18 Academic All-State Football Piayers Y
" Three Football All-Americans 4
Three duets and one group mu as' advance@"jg
to International Thespian Festiv
Ma’At Step Team n,arhed Natloﬁlal Champlons

™
.




