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DeSoto City Budget Calls For Slight Tax Increase 

972.230.9600 

The City of DeSoto’s proposed $29,683,521 budget for FY 2011 is 
less than the one presented for FY 2010 as well as FY 2009.  It 
calls for a .9 cent increase in the Operating and Maintenance 
portion of the tax rate.  The Interest and Sinking Fund portion of 
the tax rate will increase by 2.6 cents resulting in a total tax rate 
for FY 2011 of $0.73512.  State law allows cities to declare a tax 
rate that would generate the same revenue as the previous year in 
spite of lower property values.  For DeSoto, that effective tax rate 
would be $0.75040.  The proposed FY 2011 tax rate is below that 
amount. 
 
“The challenge for FY 2011 was to develop a budget on declining 
property values that would finance the level of service DeSoto 
residents have expressed an interest in continuing”, according to 
Jim Baugh, DeSoto City Manager.  “DeSoto has lost more than 
$255 million in property values primarily in the area of single 
family homes which represents a 9% loss in value since 2009 and 
a reduction of more than $1.2 million in tax revenue,” said Baugh.  
“The good news for homeowners is this reduction in value 
represents a reduction in their total tax bill.” 
 
In DeSoto, property tax is the most significant revenue source 
funding general government activities but it is not the only source.  
The second largest revenue source is Sales Tax.  In FY 2010, this 
source performed better than expected leading to some optimism 
for additional increases in FY 2011.  DeSoto has added some new 
retail stores and the passage of off premises sales of beer and 
wine is adding to the strong performance.  It is projected that 
Sales Tax revenue for FY 2011 will see an increase of $405,000 
which is the equivalent of $0.014 on the tax rate. 
 
The budget presented represents the same level of general 
government services provided in FY 2010.  It was designed to 
maintain current service levels and does not include any new 
programs or initiatives.  The cost of these services has remained 
basically flat for the past three years and staff has utilized every 
innovative cost reduction measure to maintain expenses at this 
level.  However, we did see an increase of 16.5% in our employee 
health and dental costs even after coverage reductions, such as 
an increase in employee deductibles and co-pays, were 
implemented.  No employee salary increases are proposed and 
there will be no significant staffing reductions or furlough days. 
 
The City Council instructed staff to move forward with 
implementation of the first year of the FY 2011-2015 Capital 
Improvement Program.  $8 million in certificates of obligation 

bonds will be sold in FY 2011 to fund: 
 

 the reconstruction of Chattey Road to a two 
lane concrete roadway with underground 
drainage and sidewalks 

 reconstruct  grade F alleys throughout the city 
 participation with Dallas County on asphalt 

reconstruction of arterials  
 improvements to the Corner Theatre and 

Grimes Park Concession Stands and to add 
restrooms at the BMX track  

 
Public hearings will be held on the proposed FY 2010-
2011 budget during the regular City Council meetings at 
DeSoto City Hall on September 7, 2010 and September 
21, 2010 at 7 p.m.  The City Council will adopt the 
budget following the final public hearing on September 
21st.  If you have any questions or comments regarding 
the proposed FY 2010-2011 budget, please plan to 
attend one of these public hearings or call the City 
Manager’s office at 972.230.9643.  

The City of DeSoto purchases treated water from Dallas 
Water Utilities and our sewer is processed by the Trinity 
River Authority.  Due to increases in our contractual 
obligations with these entities, as well as rising 
operating costs, our water and sewer rates will increase 
by 2.9% to cover the cost of water and sewer treatment. 
For a typical user this will result in an increase of less 
than $2 per month. 
 
The city uses a three-tier rate structure, which 
encourages conservation by charging those who use 
less a smaller rate.  The structure also allows those who 
choose to use more water the ability to do so with the 
understanding that they will pay more.  The rate 
structure is based on usage and low volume users will 
see a smaller increase in their monthly bills than high 
volume users.   
 
The rate increase is effective, October 1, 2010.  If you 
have questions regarding your water service, please call 
the Utility Billing Department at 972.230.9627.   

New Water and Sewer Rate Takes Effect October 1st 
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 October  
 2    Head Over Wheels Event - DHS 600 Eagle Dr.   

 4    Park Development Corp. Meeting - City Hall -  6:30 p.m.  

 4    DeSoto Arts Commission Mtg. - City Hall - 6:30 p.m.  

 5    City Council Meeting -  City Hall - 7 p.m. 

 7    Free Concert w/Natural Change - Amphitheater - 6:30 p.m. 

 7    Keep DeSoto Beautiful Board Meeting - City Hall - 6:30 p.m. 

 7    Library Advisory Board Meeting - Library Conf. Room - 7 p.m. 

 9    Senior Center Community Garage Sale—204 Lion St. 

12   Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting - City Hall - 7 p.m.  

12   Special Council Mtg. Financial Forecast for FY2012 -  City Hall - 6 
p.m. 

19   City Council Meeting - City Hall - 7 p.m. 

25   DEDC Board Meeting - City Hall - noon 

26   Planning & Zoning Meeting - City Hall - 7 p.m.  

CITY CALENDAR 
September   
  2  Keep DeSoto Beautiful Board Meeting - City Hall - 6:30 p.m. 

  2   Library Advisory Board Meeting - Library Conference Room-7p.m. 

  2   Flamenco Guitar Concert with Ronald Radford - Corner Theatre 

  6   Labor Day Holiday - City Hall offices and facilities closed 

  7   City Council Meeting -  City Hall - 7 p.m. 

12   Tri-City Animal Shelter Gala - Enchanted Memories on the Hill  

13   Arts Commission Meeting - City Hall - 6:30 p.m.   

13   Park Development Corp. Mtg. -  Recreation Center - 6:30 p.m. 

14   Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting -  City Hall - 7 p.m.  

16   Free Concert w/Inner City All-stars - Amphitheater 6:30 p.m. 

21   City Council Meeting - City Hall - 7 p.m. 

25   DeSoto Dining and Dialogue - For info call 972.230.9648 

27   DEDC Board Meeting - City Hall - noon 

28   Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting - City Hall - 7 p.m.  

The Annual Senior Activity Center Community 
Garage Sale is Saturday, October 9, 2010 

It’s almost time for the DeSoto Senior Activity Center’s Annual 
Community Garage Sale. This year it will be held on Saturday, 
October 9, 2010. The Senior Activity Center is looking for 
individuals, groups or associations who would like to have 
booth space at the sale.   
 
The giant sale will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the 
DeSoto Senior Activity Center, 204 Lion Street.   Vendor 
arrival and set up begins at 7:00 a.m.  The fee for an 8 ft. X 8 
ft. booth with one table and two chairs is $25.  These booth 
spaces will be located inside the building and assigned on a 
first come, first serve basis.  There is also space available 
outdoors for those who need a larger booth space.  The fee 
for a 10 ft. X 10 ft. outside booth space is $15 and will also 
be assigned on a first come, first serve basis.   For the 
outside rentals the vendor will have to provide their own table 
and chairs.  Senior citizens (50 years and older) who are 
current members of the center may receive a $5 discount 
with the purchase of each booth space (inside or outside).  All 
proceeds from booth sales will go to the vendor. The 
proceeds from booth space rentals will be used to purchase 
needed items for the Senior Activity Center. 
 
No electrical power will be available for any booth space. Gas 
powered equipment or items that could be considered a fire 
hazard are not allowed inside the building.  The sale will be 
held rain or shine with NO REFUNDS.  Concessions will be 
provided by the center, therefore NO FOOD ITEMS MAY BE 
SOLD AT ANY OF THE BOOTH SPACES.   
 
You may register for booth space at the DeSoto Senior 
Activity Center, 204 Lion Street.  The Senior Activity Center is 
open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Space is 
limited, so please register early!  Call 972-230-5825 for more 
information. 
 
Even if you don’t have items to sell, please come by the 
center on October 9th, where you just might find that treasure 
you have always been looking for. 

Who's the Best? The City of DeSoto welcomes the Florida vs. 
Texas High School Football Showcase, September 10-11 at 
Eagle Stadium!  C&B National Sports Marketing Group, De-
Soto ISD, and the City of DeSoto will be hosting visitors from 
Florida as well as from the Texas communities of Abilene, 
Dallas, and Denison.  We are excited about the opportunity 
this provides for our youth and community.  Come join us for 
some of the best high school football in the country!  Check 
out the event web site at www.texasvsflorida.com for more 
details. 

DeSoto Welcomes Four Florida High Schools for 
Football Showcase  

The DeSoto Public Library is pleased to announce it now has two Sony 
Readers available for patrons to use in the library. The library has a 
subscription to the New York Times newspaper for one of the Readers, and 
the second reader has a number of 
free books loaded on it. The Readers 
cannot be checked out – they are for 
library use only and require a patron’s 
driver license to be left at the 
Information Desk during use. This new 
service will allow patrons to try out and 
become familiar with new technology. 
For more information about this new 
service, please call the Library 
Information Desk at 972.230.9661. 

The DeSoto Public Library Offers a New Way to 
Read the New York Times 
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Economic Development Corner - DEDC Welcomes Marten Transport 
and Acumen Enterprises to the Eagle Industrial Park 
The DeSoto Economic 
Development Corporation’s 
mission is to plan, promote, 
finance and create opportunities 
for the attraction, growth and 
retention of enterprises that 

enhance the tax base, quality of life and level of employment 
for the citizens of DeSoto, TX. 
 
“Despite what you are hearing in the news regarding today’s 
economy, DeSoto is pleased to report that our companies are 
growing and thriving,” said Curtistene McCowan, Chair of the 
DeSoto Economic Development Corporation Board.     
 
“ZEP Manufacturing is adding 16 jobs and consolidating 
another operation into their DeSoto facility and McGraw Hill 
recently expanded their DeSoto facility by 33,000 sf and 
added a $1 million conveyer,” added McCowan. 
 
In addition to the expansions of local companies, the DeSoto 
Economic Development Corporation (DEDC) proudly welcomed  
two new businesses to our community.   
 
The first, Acumen Enterprises, provides general construction 
and mechanical, electrical and plumbing services.  Acumen 
purchased an existing building on Falcon Drive and retrofitted 
it making a $550,000 investment.  Acumen will bring 30 new 
jobs to DeSoto during their first year of operation.   
 
The second new business is Marten Transport.  Their new 
regional transportation facility is currently under construction 
on Polk and Wintergreen Roads in the Eagle Industrial Park.   
Marten Transport’s corporate headquarters is located in 
Mondovi, Wisconsin.  Marten chose to locate their new state-
of-the-art facility in DeSoto because of it’s prime location in 
close proximity to three major interstate highways. 
 
“With a combination of careful planning and ambitious goals, 
Marten Transport has continued growth and expansion during 
a challenging economic period,” says Adam Phillips, Marten’s 
Senior Director of Operations. “This new facility will not only 
improve our operations in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area, but it will 
also create hundreds of jobs.” 
 
According to Phillips, the facility is expected to be complete by 
early January 2011.  Once the facility is open, more than 300 
jobs will be created including opportunities for professional 
drivers, mechanics, dispatchers, administrative support and 
more. 
 
“When we see unemployment at 10 percent or more across 
the nation, we are extremely proud to be one of the corporate 
citizens in position to positively contribute.  The City of DeSoto 
and the DEDC have been tremendously supportive during this 

process,” says Phillips.  The new site on Polk and 
Wintergreen Road, which represents an $8.4 million 
investment, will have over 35,000 square feet sitting on a 
total of about 19 acres.  This project will add approximately 
$72,000 per year to the city’s tax rolls. 
 
Phillips says the new facility’s shop will contain a total of 
eight bays at 116 feet in length—including two drive-through 
inspection lanes with indoor fueling.  The driver’s lounge, 
operations floor, and shower facilities will also be very 
spacious and accommodating.  Orientation training capacity 
with the new facility is expected to accommodate up to 30 
new drivers each week. 
 
 “We’re just very excited that building on the new facility has 
started,” Phillips says. “It represents another stepping stone 
in the future growth of Marten.  We’re very grateful for 
everyone’s contribution to Marten’s stability and success.” 
 
Marten Transport specializes in transporting food and other 
consumer packaged goods that require a time and 
temperature-sensitive or insulated environment.   
 
The DeSoto Economic Development is pleased to welcome 
both Acumen and Marten Transport to our community.   
These new projects and the expansion projects of our 
existing companies are proof that DeSoto is open for 
business. 
 
For more information regarding economic development 
activities in DeSoto, please call the DeSoto Economic 
Development  Corporation at 972.230.9608. 
 

Construction is underway on the new Marten Transport facility located at the 
corner of Polk and Wintergreen Roads in the Eagle Industrial Park.   
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Activity Schedule 

7:00 am                      Registration for Walk/Car Show 
8:00 am                   Walk for the Cure ($10 includes t-shirt) 
9:00 am—3:00 pm     Wheels, a Cool Car & Bike Show 
9:00 am—3:00 pm     Business Showcase 
10:00 am       Motorcycle Parade/Drive-in 
12:30 pm—2:00 pm   Head Turning Hats (tickets $25) 
                         a fashion show and tea for ladies 
2:00 pm                     Awards for Head Turning Hats 
2:30 pm                     Award ceremony for Wheels 

 
Free ongoing activities throughout the day: 

Entertainment, Kid’s Expo 
Food and Craft Vendors 

Toy Drive for Children with Cancer will be held  
September 27-October 1 

Call The Chamber for Drop Box Locations 

Saturday, October 2nd 
DeSoto High School 

600 Eagle Drive 
DeSoto, TX 

For more information on 
vendors space or sponsorship, 
contact the DeSoto Chamber 
of Commerce at 972.224.3565 
or admin@desotochamber.org  a cancer awareness event 

That the vehicle pictured here is illegally parked?   DeSoto City 
Ordinance makes it illegal to park your vehicle on a residential 
street within 20 feet of the entrance to an alley between the hours 
of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. except on Sundays.   The primary reason for 
the Ordinance is to prevent possible damage to parked vehicles 
that could result when the city’s solid waste contractor, Republic 
Waste (Duncan Disposal) is entering or exiting the alleyway.  Solid 
Waste collection trucks require a very wide turning radius and 
could easily hit a vehicle parked on the street as evidenced by the 
tire marks on the roadway in this picture.   
 
DeSoto Code Enforcement Officers would like to remind you to be 
aware as you park on a residential street and refrain from parking 
within 20 feet of an alley entrance on trash or recycling day.  If you 
have any questions or would like to report a code violation, please 
call 469-658-3075. 

 Did  You Know……….. 

Alley 

The DeSoto Community Emergency Response Team will host a full-scale emergency training drill 
on Saturday, September 18, 2010 at the DeSoto Fire Training Academy located at 501 E. 
Wintergreen Road.  In addition to the current DeSoto C.E.R.T. class, members from the Terrell 
C.E.R.T. program and 15 students from Northwood University will participate.  Some of the 
Northwood students will act as victims for the drill.   

The DeSoto C.E.R.T. program offers basic training in disaster survival and rescue skills for citizens.  Once trained, these citizen volunteers 
assist public safety personnel in performing critical functions necessary during the early stages of a catastrophic disaster.  The public is 
invited to view the training drill.  For more information or to volunteer for the DeSoto C.E.R.T. program, please call Gordy Van Steenburg at 
972.230.4815.  


