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They say me flies when you are having fun, and me really flies 

when you serve on City Council.  The past six years and my two terms 

on Council passed in a flash.  I was young and inexperienced at the 

start; I’m (sadly) older now, but hopefully a li le wiser.  I want to 

thank all of you for allowing me the opportunity to serve these past 

six years as your representa ve.  You have allowed me to work on a 

dedicated and diligent City Council, and given me the opportunity to 

get to know the fine, hard working staff and management of our City.  

I will be forever grateful to you for my experience on Council. 

 

Councilmembers are your elected representa ves.  You elect 

Councilmembers to act on your behalf and in your best interest on 

literally hundreds of issues of City policy and finance.  Your City 

Council sets the vision and direc on for the City, and they are responsible for its prudent financial 

management.  In carrying out those du es, City Council always strives to assure that you receive the 

quality of City services and value for your tax dollars that you deserve. 

 

However, your input and involvement is needed.  Council’s vision for the City should be your vision.  

If it is, tell your Councilmember.  If not, let your Councilmember know what you think the vision 

should be.  And if you don’t know where the City is going, just ask. Your Council needs ci zen input 

and involvement to do a proper job. 

 

In this past elec on only 1,400 of the more than 32,000 registered voters in the City of DeSoto 

voted.  Only 4% of our ci zens made the effort to choose the leadership of the City for the next 

three years.  During the next three years, Council will act on issues of City services, budgets, tax 

rates, bond elec ons, road improvements and a host of lessor issues that most ci zens will never 

know about.  The more you are involved in these issues the be er the outcomes will be. 

 

So in par ng I’m asking that you become more aware and involved.  Communicate your thoughts 

and opinions with your Councilmember.  

Councilmembers are easy to contact – by e‐mail 

through the City website, by telephone, or by a 

knock on the door.   It’s our City and it’s a great City.  

We all live here together.  Let’s get involved. 

 

Thanks again for allowing me the privilege of 

community service. 

Sandy	Respess	

Council	Corner,	A	Message	from	Former	
Councilmember,	Sandy	Respess	

TOWN HALL MEETING 

We Need Your Input on 

the Update of the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan 

Mon. July 15th at 7pm 

Or 

Sat. July 20th at 9am 

At the Jim Baugh Gov. Ctr. 

City Council Chambers 

 
The public  is encouraged to a end 

one  of  these  important  mee ngs 

to  share  your  thoughts  regarding 

future  land  use,  the  city’s 

thoroughfare  plan,  use  of  public 

space,  our  parks  and  trail  system 

and  other  important  topics  facing 

DeSoto as we plan  for  the  future.  

For more  informa on,  please  call 

Edlyn Va hauer at 972.230.9624. 

Have you ever wanted to know how 

the DeSoto Police Department works 

behind the scenes?  Then the DeSoto 

Ci zens Police Academy is for you.  

They will start a new eight‐week 

session on September 17, 2013.  To 

register or for more informa on call  

Officer Cindy Tyndall at 469.658.3055. 



 

Kroger Foods and the North Texas Auto 
The  Task Force are joining forces to 
address auto the s by offering a free 
VIN Etching event on Thursday, July 18, 
2013 at the DeSoto Kroger located in 
the Crossing Shopping Center, 1001  
I‐35E at Pleasant Run Road from 10 am 
to 2 pm.   
 
What Is VIN Etching? 
VIN etching is the process of acid 
stenciling your vehicle’s 17‐digit 
iden fica on number onto the window 
glass of the vehicle.   
 
Why Should I Have VIN Etching Done 
On My Car? 
VIN etching deters auto the .  Many 
thieves will steal a vehicle and change 
its iden ty by removing the VIN plate on 
the dashboard and replacing it with a 

different one.  They will then sell the 
stolen vehicle to an unsuspec ng buyer.  
By having the iden fica on number 
placed on addi onal parts of your 
vehicle, thieves who might want to 
change the iden ty will be deterred 
knowing they will also have to change 
out all the window glass in addi on to 
the dashboard VIN plate.  This is an 
investment most thieves will not make. 
 
The VIN stencil that will be placed on 
your vehicle at the event is rela vely 
small and does not hamper your view 
through the windows in any way.  
Because the etching is done at the 
bo om of your windows, it is not 
obviously no ceable and does not take 
away from the a rac veness of your 
vehicle.  A sample will be available for 
viewing before the etching is done. 

The	North	Texas	Auto	Theft	Task	Force	and	Kroger	Will	
Offer	Free	VIN	Etching	For	Your	Vehicle	on	July	18th	

City	Calendar	
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July	

  1 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm	
  1 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  2 City Council Mtg. ‐  canceled 
  4 Independence Day ‐ City offices closed 
  9 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
  9 DTHF Mtg., Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm 
10 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐  Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm 
11 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
11 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
11 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm 
16 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
19 Outdoor Movie ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 8:30 pm 
26 FY2014 Budget Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm 
26 Dive‐In Movie ‐ Moseley Pool  ‐ 8:30 pm 
30 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 

August	

	 1 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
  1 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
  1 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm 
  1 FY2014 Budget Mtg. ‐ City Hall 6 pm 
  2 FY2014 Budget Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm  
  2 Outdoor Movie ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 8:30 pm 
  3 FY2014 Budget Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 8 am 
  5 Arts Commission Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6 pm 
  5 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm	
  5 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  6 City Council Mtg. ‐ canceled   
  6 DeSoto Night Out 
13 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
20 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
26 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am 
27 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 

Kris ne Clark pictured at le , was sworn 

in by Chief Jus ce Carolyn Wright at the 

May 21st City Council mee ng.  Ms. Clark 

will serve as Councilmember for Place 3.  

Mayor Sherman, who ran unopposed, was 

also confirmed for another three‐year 

term at that mee ng. 

Following a run‐off elec on, Richard 

(Dick) North (right) was sworn in by 

Judge Phyllis Lister Brown at a special 

City Council Mee ng on June 20, 2013.  

North will represent Place 5 on the City 

Council.   

Would	You	Like	to	Attend	the	
Next	DeSoto	Civic	Academy?	

The DeSoto Civic Academy is looking for 
par cipants for their next eleven week 
sessions beginning in August.  Each 
weekly session is hosted by a different 
City department or group.  Each class is 
designed to allow par cipants to 
experience first hand how our City 
operates.  In the first session, par cipants 
will hear from City Management about 
their du es and responsibili es.  Next 
you’ll visit the Police Department to tour 
their facili es including the jail.  These 
sessions are hands‐on and par cipants 
will have the opportunity to operate a 
radar gun and walk through shoot/don’t 
shoot scenarios.  Development Service 
allows the group to operate the street 
sweeper and see their heavy equipment. 
Finance will show how the budget is built 
and the final class is a mock City Council 
mee ng where class par cipants play the 
parts of Mayor, Councilmembers, ci zens 
and staff.  The academy is free and 
includes dinner at each class.  To a end or 
for more informa on, call 972.230.9643. 
 

The	DeSoto	City	Council	Welcomes	
Two	New	Members….	

The DeSoto Art League is 

organizing a juried photo contest 

and show that will be on display in the Atrium 

of the Jim Baugh Government Center during 

October.  Watch this newsle er or call 

972.230.9648 for more informa on on 

submi ng your entries for the show.  

Photographers!!! 
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 DeSoto Public Library presents: 
“Strategies for When the Ba le Ends ‐ 
Finding a New Normal” 
 
Cedric Jones, USMC, from the Center 
for BrainHealth at the University of 
Texas at Dallas, will lead a discussion 
about some of the reintegra on 
challenges veterans face, dispel 
misconcep ons about post‐trauma c 
stress, explain research and therapies 
available at the Center, and help us 
discover how we can be er support 
service members and their families 

within our local community.  
 
“Strategies for When the Ba le Ends—
Finding a New Normal” will be 
presented at the DeSoto Public Library 
on Thursday, July 11th, from 6:30 pm – 
7:30 pm. The discussion will also 
include credible sources of assistance 
for military families, as well as ways to 
volunteer.  The public is invited to this 
free program that will take place in the 
DeSoto Public Library located in DeSoto 
Town Center, 211 E. Pleasant Run Road. 
 

 
What’s	New	At	The	DeSoto	Public	Library?	

 
That bagging your trash is required by  
city ordinance?  City of DeSoto Ordinance, 

Ar cle 13.800 Garbage, Trash and Refuse, 

Sec on 13.807 Containers states: 

“Residen al customers shall u lize a plas c 

refuse bag that is designed and sold for the 

purpose of placing garbage, trash, or refuse 

in it for disposal.”  All trash must be placed 

in a 20 to 30 gallon plas c refuse bag, with 

at least a 2‐ml strength/thickness ra ng.  It 

is fine to place bagged trash in a can or 

container.  Trash must be out by 7 am on 

your regular trash day, however, please 

refrain from pu ng it out the night before 

to avoid having animals sca er it through 

the alley. 

 

Bagging garbage can have a huge impact on 

the appearance of a neighborhood.  When 

garbage is placed loose in cans or other 

containers, this causes problems for our 

solid waste contractor, Republic Waste.  

Workers must pick up the can and dump it 

in the truck rather than grabbing a bag and 

tossing it in. When emptying the cans, 

garbage that is not bagged can miss the 

truck and be sca ered along the alley or 

street.  Please help us keep our alleys and 

streets free of blowing garbage by following 

this simple ordinance.  

An	Important	Message	from	Code	Enforcement….	

Every property owner or occupant 

having any tree or shrub overhanging 

any street, alley or right‐of‐way within 

the City of DeSoto is 

required by City Ordinance 

to prune the branches so 

that they do not interfere 

with the unobstructed use of 

the street, alley, sidewalk or 

right‐of‐way or obstruct the 

view of any street 

intersec on.  Trees and 

shrubs overhanging the 

street and alley must be 

pruned to allow a minimum 

14½ feet clearance above 

the en re surface of the 

street or alley.  Trees and 

shrubs overhanding the 

sidewalk and/or right‐of‐way 

must be pruned to allow a 

minimum 8 feet clearance 

above the en re sidewalk 

surface and/or right‐of‐way 

to the adjoining property line as 

illustrated below. 

This year’s Na onal Night Out DeSoto Style is 

scheduled for Tuesday, August 6, 2013 from 7 

to 9 pm.  Crime watch groups, homeowners 

associa ons and neighborhood groups are 

encouraged to come outside their homes that 

evening and join together for a show of 

community support. Make plans now for your 

neighborhood event on Na onal Night Out. To 

schedule a police or city official visit or for 

more info, call Officer Tyndall at  469.658.3055. 

 

 

 The DeSoto Arts 

Commission is in the 

process of developing a list 

of visual ar sts, musicians, 

and performers in the North 

Texas area.  We invite local 

ar sts to go to the DeSoto 

Arts Commission website at 

www.artsdesoto.com, click 

on the link at the top right, 

and join our Ar sts Registry.  

The informa on gathered 

here will be used to inform 

you of arts opportuni es in 

DeSoto as they become 

available.  For more info call 

972.230.9648. 

Did	You	Know….	



DeSoto City Hall ‐ Council Chambers 

211  E. Pleasant Run Road 

 

7 am 

Public Welcome! 

Presented by the African 

American Repertory Theater 

at the DeSoto Corner Theatre 

 

+For  ckets go to www.aareptheater.com or call 972.572.0998.  

 

Saturday, June 15th 

2010 N. Hampton Rd. 

Call the DeSoto Chamber  

at 972.224.3565 for info. FREE 
FREE 

$3 pool adm. 

Call 972‐230‐9648 for more info. 

Tickets are $10 for General 

Admission, $5 for Seniors and 

kids 12 and under  

Purchase  ckets online at 

www.show x4u.com 

 

 


