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Let me begin by saying thank you to the ci zens of DeSoto for 
allowing me to serve another term on the DeSoto City Council.  My 
previous term ended in 2008. 
 
I know that many of you are wondering why I wanted to serve 
another term.  As a ma er of fact, an acquaintance remarked, “you 
must have lost your mind”.  Some mes I think that person was onto 
something. 
 
Actually, there are several reasons why I want to serve again.  First, 

my family has lived in DeSoto since 1977 and it’s my home.  DeSoto has given much to my 
family and I feel obligated to give something back.  A gi  of my me is the best gi  that I 
can offer. 
 
Secondly, I like DeSoto’s loca on in the Metroplex.  I enjoy the dis nct weather seasons 
that are characteris c of the North Texas area.  Since our town is located on the southern 
side of the Metroplex, I find that it’s much less congested here, and that makes it is easier 
to travel from one loca on to the other. 
 
Third, I enjoy working with the current councilmembers, and the staff that the City 
employs.  Our staff and councilmembers are dedicated to hard work, and they have 
adapted to needed changes.   Since this group readily accepts change, we are able to 
install much needed new technology for the City.  We’re working on the next budget cycle 
and new technology has allowed us keep our tax rate low. 
 
Finally, I wanted to serve again because we have good people living in DeSoto.  DeSoto’s 
popula on is about 50,000 residents, but the town s ll maintains much small town charm.  
Our popula on is much different from the popula on of 1977 DeSoto, but good people 
con nue to move to DeSoto. 
 
We have much to be proud of but problems do exist in DeSoto just as they do in 
neighboring ci es.  I look forward to the next three years, but I need you to work with me 
and to support me and the rest of the council.  With your help, we can solve our problems 
and keep DeSoto a proud city in North Texas. 

		
Virgil	Helm	
City	Council	Place	Two	

Council	Corner,	A	Message	from	Virgil	
Helm,	Councilmember	Place	2	

 

DeSoto	Heliport	
Grand	Opening	

	
SKY Helicopters, in 

partnership with the City of 

DeSoto, DeSoto Economic 

Development Corpora on 

and the Texas Department 

of Transporta on, Avia on 

Division, is pleased to 

announce the grand opening 

of the DeSoto Heliport.  

Please join us on August 

27th between 5 and 9 pm at 

150 E. Danieldale Road to 

tour this beau ful, new 

ver cal flight facility.  Please 

R.S.V.P., if a ending, to 

connie@skyhelicopters.com.  



 

 
								

City	Calendar	
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August	

  4  City Council FY2015 Budget Workshop ‐ 
City Hall ‐ 6 pm 
  4 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm	
  4 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  4 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐  Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm 
  5 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 5 pm 
  7 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
  7 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
  7 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm 
12 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
19 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
25 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am 
26 Planning & Zoning Mtg.  ‐ City Hall ‐ 7pm 
 

September	

  1 Labor Day Holiday ‐ City facili es closed   
  2 City Council Mtg. ‐ canceled 
  4 Special City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall 6pm 
  4 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6pm 
  4 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm  
  4 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm 
  8 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm	
  8 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐  6:30 pm 
  8 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. 6 pm   
  9 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
13 Town Hall Mee ng Bond Referendum 
14 Fiesta La na DeSoto‐Amphitheater‐3pm 
15 City Manager’s Golf Classic ‐ Thorntree 
16 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm 
20 DDD Dinner Event RSVP to 972‐230‐9648 
23 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ 7pm 
29 DEDC Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am 
30 FY2014 ends 
 
 
 

This November 4th, DeSoto residents will have the opportunity to vote on four 

proposi ons for improvements within the City.  These four proposi ons encompass 

(I) Street Improvements, (II) New Fire Sta on #2, (III) Park Land Improvements and 

(IV) Land Acquisi on for Future Economic Development. 

 

Proposi on I: 

Street Improvements, $6.3 million 

 

Proposi on I will allocate $6.3 million to improve Parkerville Road, between 

Hampton Road and Polk Street.  This proposed project will widen Parkerville Road to 

a four‐lane divided, concrete roadway with underground drainage, sidewalks, ligh ng 

and landscaping.  This project will be similar to the widening of Parkerville Road, 

from I‐35 to Polk Street, which was completed in 2008. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposi on II: 
Construc on and Improvement of Firefigh ng Facili es, $5.25 Million  
 
If approved by voters, Proposi on II will allow for the construc on and improvement 
of firefigh ng facili es, including the construc on of a new Fire Sta on #2 on Parks 
Drive.  The new Fire Sta on will be er accommodate both male and female 
firefighters.  Plans for the new Fire Sta on will include pull‐through bays for large 
emergency equipment, administra ve offices, and training and fitness areas for the 
firefighters. 

	

 

2014	Bond	Election	Overview	
Four	Propositions	for	DeSoto’s	Future	
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Proposi on III: 
Park Land Improvements within the City, $1.575 Million 
 
Proposi on III will provide park improvements and several Roy Orr Trail extensions, 
which are intended to close exis ng gaps and create a comprehensive trail system in 
the City of DeSoto as follows 
 

 Mantlebrook Park Trail will be adding a half‐mile looped trail at Mantlebrook 
and Beverly, and will be connected to the Roy Orr Trail System. 

 Roy Orr Trail will be extended from Mirkes Parkway to an area near the 
intersec on of Wintergreen Road and Westmoreland Road. 

 Roy Orr Trial will be extended from Murphy Hills Park to Alpine Drive. 

 DeSoto Ranch Nature Trail Phase I will provide for the construc on of a nature 
trail with pond features. 

 Meadowcreek Park improvements will include the addi on of athle c fields with 
ligh ng, irriga on, and drainage. 

 The Briarwood Park renova on will include updates and improvements such as 
trail, ligh ng, and other park ameni es. 

 
 
Proposi on IV: 
Land Acquisi on for Future Economic Development, $6.3 Million 
 
Proposi on IV will set up an account for the purchase of land for economic 
development purposes, for an area described in the Hampton Road Redevelopment 
Plan ‐ an area generally located along Hampton Road, and generally bound by an 
area just south of Belt Line Road and just north of Pleasant Run Road. 
 

 

 

 

Bond	Referendum	Information	(cont.)	

Propositions	for	
November	4,	2014	
Bond	Referendum	

On November 4, 2014, registered 
voters will be asked to consider the 
following Proposi ons that will 
appear on the ballot:  
 

PROPOSITION NUMBER 1 
“THE ISSUANCE OF $6,300,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS AND THE 
LEVY OF A TAX IN PAYMENT 
THEREOF” 
 

PROPOSITION NUMBER 2 
“THE ISSUANCE OF $5,250,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR 
FIRE‐FIGHTING FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE LEVY OF 
A TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF” 
 

PROPOSITION NUMBER 3 
“THE ISSUANCE OF $1,575,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR 
PARK AND RECREATION 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE LEVY OF 
A TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF” 
 

PROPOSITION NUMBER 4 
“THE ISSUANCE OF $6,300,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
THE AREA DESCRIBED IN THE 
HAMPTON ROAD CORRIDOR 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AND THE 
LEVY OF A TAX IN PAYMENT 
THEREOF” 
 
Early vo ng will take place in the 
DeSoto Public Library Assembly Hall 
located in DeSoto Town Center 
beginning on October 20, 2014 
through elec on day on November 
4, 2014.  You must be registered to 
vote prior to September 20, 2014. 
To check your status or to register 
to vote in the upcoming elec on, 
please go to 
www.dallascountyvotes.org. 

Town Hall Mee ng on Bond Referendum 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 10 am, City Council Chambers , 211 E. Pleasant Run 

A special Town Hall Mee ng will be held on Saturday, September 13, 2014 at 10 am in the 

City Council Chambers at the Jim Baugh Government Center to provide more informa on 

on the proposed projects in the referendum and to answer voter’s  ques ons.  This 

mee ng will also  be available for viewing live and rebroadcast on the city’s website, Time 

Warner cable channel 16 and AT&T Uverse channel 99. 



Public Welcome! 

 

 


